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PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 
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above. 
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Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
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II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 849 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 849 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571)-272-4200. 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 25 June 2009 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-21 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. S Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date See Continuation Sheet 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



/Ed Baird/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3695 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090825 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 10/810,061 

Continuation of Attachments ) 3. Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), Paper No./Mail Date: 20 May 2009, 29 May 2009. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1 . This communication is in response to Applicant's communications filed on 25 June 2009. 
Amendments to claims 1 and 16 have been entered. No claims have been added or canceled. 
Rejections made under 35 USC §1 01 and 35 USC §1 12 in the last office action have been 
withdrawn in view of the amendments. Claims 1 - 21 are pending in this application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record (Nadan US Pub. No. 2005/0021346, Blalock US Pub. No. 

2001/0047284, and Bjerre US Pub. No. 2002/0123911) teaches a network-based, computer- 
implemented method of enabling a first user to purchase derivatives in freight capacity 
transported via at least two modes of transportation between a first location and a second 
location, comprising: receiving capacity release data from a plurality of carriers, said capacity 
release data pertaining at least to said two modes of transportation, wherein said receiving said 
capacity release data is performed by a computer; bundling capacity releases in accordance 
with a geographic bundling criterion to generate bundles, wherein said bundling is performed by 
said computer; creating a plurality of available derivative contracts using information associated 
with said bundles, wherein said creating is performed by said computer; receiving a derivative 
purchase request from said first user for capacity between said first location and said second 
location, said derivative purchase request having contract requirements that specify at least a 
shipment volume and a performance time, wherein said receiving said derivative purchase 
request is performed by said computer; obtaining from said plurality of derivative contracts a 
group of derivative contracts that satisfy said contract requirements, said obtaining being 
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performed by said computer; displaying said group of derivative contracts in a first data section 
of a computer window on a computer display screen for viewing; and displaying user-specific 
forecast data in a second data section of said computer window when said group of derivative 
contracts is displayed in said first data section of said computer window, 

Even though, the prior art of record teaches the above-mentioned features, the prior art 
of record fails to teach a method of enabling a first user to purchase derivatives in freight 
capacity transported via at least two modes of transportation between a first location and a 
second location, comprising: selecting a subset of said group of derivative contracts to satisfy 
said derivative purchase request, said subset including at least a first derivative contract for a 
first mode of said two transportation modes and a second derivative contract for a second mode 
of said two transportation modes, said two transportation modes represent two from a set of air 
mode, sea mode, rail mode, and truck mode, said selecting being performed by said computer; 
and simultaneously displaying user-specific forecast data in a second data section of said 
computer window when said group of derivative contracts is displayed in said first data section 
of said computer window, said user-specific forecast data including demand forecasts made by 
shippers of demand between said first location and said second location, wherein said user- 
specific forecast data does not include forecasts associated with any shipper that has not 
expressed a prior implicit or explicit authorization for said first user to view the shipper's forecast 
data. 

For these reasons claims 1 and 16 are deemed to be allowable over the prior art of 
record and claims 2-15 and 17-21 are allowed by dependency on allowed claims. Any 
comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee, and to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled Comments on Statement of Reasons for allowance. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure: 

(a) Kwan (US Patent No. 6,990,467) (January 24, 2006) Method, apparatus and 
program for pricing, transferring, buying, selling and exercising of freight cargo options on the 
World Wide Web. 

(b) Williams et al (US Pub. No. 2002/0032573) (March 14, 2002) Apparatus, systems 
and methods for online, multi-parcel, multi-carrier, multi-service enterprise parcel shipping 
management. 

(c) Bjerre et al (US Pub. No. 2002/0178023) (November 28, 2002) Common carrier 
system. 

(d) Bjerre et al (US Pub. No. 2005/0091089) (April 28, 2005) Common carrier system. 

(e) Bjerre et al (US Pub. No. 2005/0091090) (April 28, 2005) Common carrier system. 

(f) Bjerre et al (US Pub. No. 2005/0091091) (April 28, 2005) Common carrier system. 

(g) Kintis (WO 01/18671) (March 15, 2001) Capital asset financing method involves 
computing payment to investor based on assumption of steady economic conditions and return 
of capital payment to terminate financing according to formula agreed in contract. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ed Baird whose telephone number is (571)270-3330. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30 am - 5:00 pm Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles R. Kyle can be reached on 571-272-6746. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ed Baird/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3695 
September 2, 2009 



/Narayanswamy Subramanian/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3695 



